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SUBJECT: FARAKKA BARRAGE: BANGLADESH CONCERN UNALTERED 

1 . THE DOUBTS VOICED INFORMALLY BY MFA DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
FOR SUBIHNTINENT ABDUL BARI REGARDING THE CUTBACK IN 
INDIAN WITHDRAWALS AT FARAKKA BARRAGE (DACCA 1609) ARE 
NOW THE SUBJECT OF RATHER ENGTENSIVE PRESS TREATMENT. 
ACCORDING TO THE DACCA PRESS, OBSERVATION OF FLOWS IN 
THE GANGA OVER RECENT DAYS DO NOT RPT NOT SUPPORT THE 
INDIAN CLAIMS THAT WITHDRAWALS AT FARAKKA BARRAGE HAVE 
BEEN CURTAILED. THE PRESS REPORTS CITE AVERAGE 
FLOWS OVER THE PERIOD MARCH 25-APRIL 3 FOR THE LAST FIVE 
YEARS. THE AMOUNT FOR THE PERIOD THIS YEAR WAS 24,100 
AS AGAINST 63,900 IN 1975, 77,200 IN 1974, 77, 

10 IN 1973 

AND 83,100 IN 1972. THE BANGLADESHIS APPEAR TO HAVE 
CONCLUDED THAT THE SHARP DROP IS WHOLLY ATTRIBUTABLE TO 
WITHDRAWALS AT FARAKKA AND THEY SUGGEST - BUT DO NOT 
ADDUCE EVIDENCE - THAT TH FLOW ON MARCH 25 WAS ROUGHLY 
THE SAME AS ON APRIL 4. 
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2. THE EFFECT OF THE CONTINUED WITHDRAWALS HAS BEEN TO 

ADD EVEN MORE ITEMS TO THE BANGLADESHIS LITANY OF GRIEVANCES. 

- THE SPINNING OF YARNS IN TEXTILE MILLS IN RAJSHAHI 
JSHAS BEEN ADVERSELY AFFECTED BY A FALL IN THE USUAL 

HUMIDITY. 

- GROUND WATER IN AREAS ADJACENT TO THE PADMA (THE 
GANGA IN BANGLADESH) HAS FALLEN FROM 18 TO 38 FEET. 

- FODDER IS SCARCE ALONG THE PADMA, AND CATTLE ARE 
SUFFERING. 

IRRIGATION ALONG THE RIVER IS REDUCED, AND CROPS 
THREATENED. 

- SALINITY IN THE BHAIRAB RIVER AT KHULNA HAS REACHED 
AN "ALL-TIME HIGH.” 

- TRADE IN KUSHTIA IS OFF SINCE COUNTRY BOATS CANNOT MOVE. 

3. COMMENT: BDG TOLD US PRIVATELY AT THE END OF FEBRUARY 
THAT BANGLADESH NEEDED SOME GESTURE FROM THE INDIANS BEFORE 
IT COULD AGREE TO MEET ON FARAKKA BUT CLEARLY THE REDUCTION 
IN WITHDRAWALS AT FARAKKA HAS NOT PROVEN SUFFICIENT. IT 

MAY BE THAT THE CONTINUED EXISTENCE OF THE FARAKKA ISSUE 
IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN ITS SOLUTION FOR THE MARTIAL 
LAW ADMINISTRATION WHICH MAY FEEL THAT, IN A 
TIME WHEN NATIONAL UNITY AND THE COHESIVENESS OF THE MILI- 
TARY ARE LESS THAN COMPLETE, THE EXISTENCE OF EXTERNAL 
BOGEY IS IMPORTANT. IT MAY ALSO BE THAT BANGLADESH IS 
MAKING THE "WORST CASE" RE FARAKKA IN HOPES THAT IT CAN BRING 
WORLD OPINION TO BEAR ON INDIA. LASTLY, AND PERHAPS 
ALL TOO TRUE, THE BDG AND THE BANGLADESHIS MAY BELIEVE 
ALL THEIR ALLEGATIONS ABOUT THE EFFECT OF THE FARAKKA 
WITHDRAWALS, AND SEE THEMSELVES AS HELPLESS BEFORE A 
CALLOUS INDIA. BUT WHICHEVER OF THESE FACTORS MAY 
UNDERLIE THE PRESENT BANGLADESH ATTITUDE, THE INTRANSIGENCE 
NOW EVIDENT SEEMS INCREASINGLY CONTERPRODUCTIVE IN THE 
SEARCH FOR A SOLUTION. 
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